
John Dean (Grocer, Farmer, Publican) 
Baptized in Deddington - July 4th, 1828 

Died – Hanwell Mental Asylum - December 13th,1878 
Buried in Deddington -December 19th, 1878 

 
Son of William Dean (1786-1866) and Elizabeth Prestidge (1793-1867) 

 
He was the younger brother of Henry Dean of Earl's Farm and also of Eliza Dean who married into the Bull 
family. Richard Bull was the village vet in the early 19th century. His son Ronald’s battlefield grave marker from 
WWI is one of the nine WWI crosses in the church. 

 
1851 

 
John first married Jane Ann Gilkes (1824-1858) of Grove Ash at Sandford on July 17th 

 

 
Oxford Chronicle - July 26th, 1851 

 
John’s shop 

This is a very early photograph of Deddington Market Square (courtesy of Oxford Photographic Archives) 
showing John’s shop. His name is clearly visible. It was located in what, in more recent times, was known as 
Tuckers Stores and is now a closed restaurant premises next to Foodies coffee shop. 
 

 
John’s shop sometime between 1850-59 – later Tucker’s Stores 



Between 1820 and 1853 there was a general shortage of the very widely used farthing copper coins so shop 
keepers and traders issued their own coins; see https://www.whitmorectm.com/unofficialfarthings 
 

                                    
These images are of an ‘unofficial farthing’ coin locally minted by John and now in the possession of his 
descendant Tommy Bull, resident in the USA. He has visited Deddington several times and this article is largely 
the result of his extensive research into the Dean and Bull families. 

 

1853  

John was assaulted by another grocer Alfred Cross who sems to have suffered severely from the effects of alcohol! 

 
 

Oxford Chronicle and Berks and Bucks Gazette – October 8th, 1853 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.whitmorectm.com/unofficialfarthings


1856 
  

A small child attempted to steal some bacon and cheese in John’s shop. The shopman just reprimanded her 
 

 
 

Jackson’s Oxford Journal - January 26th, 1856 
 

John and his wife were thrown out of their carriage when their horse fell on Deddington Hill 
 

 
 

Oxford Journal - November 15th, 1856  
 

1858 
 

In January his wife Jane died 
 

On September 23rd he married Sarah Ann Curtis (1817-1894)   
 

Sarah was the daughter of Mr. Richard Curtis of Speller House, Boddington, Northamptonshire 
 
 



 
 

Jackson’s Oxford Journal -  October 2nd, 1858 
 

1871 Census 
  

 He is recorded as a Farmer of 127 Acres in Cuckfield, Sussex 
 

 
 

 
 

Copyhold Farm still exists today 
 



1878 
 

John died at Hanwell Mental Asylum on December 13th, 1878 previously of “Red Lion” Southall 
 

He was brought back to Deddington to be buried 
 

 
 
His gravestone is also inscribed with the name of his first wife Jane Anne who died in 1858 aged 34  
and poignantly next to it is a stone in memory of their daughter Frances Anne who died in 1854 aged 9 months 
 

                               
 
                     John & Jane Anne’s gravestone                                  their daughter Frances Anne’s gravestone  
 
 

 
Will/Administration – Hanwell Asylum 

 
 



1880 
 
John’s wife, Sarah Ann Dean married Barnett Guest who was formerly Licensed Victualer  
 

1885 
 

John’s daughter Sarah’s marriage lists her father John on the marriage certificate as Publican. The marriage was 
witnessed by Stepfather Barnett Guest and sister Rosaline. 
 
 
 

Footnote: 
 John's grandson and great grandson were Royal Marines. His great grandson was on the HMS Liverpool and 
died in WW2 in Greece. There is always more research to be done. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


