John Dean (Grocer, Farmer, Publican)
Baptized in Deddington - July 4%, 1828
Died — Hanwell Mental Asylum - December 13,1878
Buried in Deddington -December 19', 1878

Son of William Dean (1786-1866) and Elizabeth Prestidge (1793-1867)

He was the younger brother of Henry Dean of Earl's Farm and also of Eliza Dean who married into the Bull
family. Richard Bull was the village vet in the early 19" century. His son Ronald’s battlefield grave marker from
WWTI is one of the nine WWI crosses in the church.

1851

John first married Jane Ann Gilkes (1824-1858) of Grove Ash at Sandford on July 17

; DEDDINGTON. '

Marnrien.—At Deddington, Mr. R. A. Dutton, to Miss
Catherine Hone, of Chifton.—At Sandford, Mr. John
Dean, grocer, Deddington, to Miss Jane Gilkes, of

8 Grove Ash,

.| The game at cricket between the players ofthis place
and those of Barton was won by the former with six

wickets to fall. _
A meeting is about to be held to establish a gas com-

.| pany at this place,

Oxford Chronicle - July 26", 1851

John’s shop

This is a very early photograph of Deddington Market Square (courtesy of Oxford Photographic Archives)
showing John’s shop. His name is clearly visible. It was located in what, in more recent times, was known as
Tuckers Stores and is now a closed restaurant premises next to Foodies coffee shop.

John's shop sometime between 1850-59 — later Tucker s Stores



Between 1820 and 1853 there was a general shortage of the very widely used farthing copper coins so shop
keepers and traders issued their own coins; see https://www.whitmorectm.com/unofficialfarthings

These images are of an “unofficial farthing’ coin locally minted by John and now in the possession of his
descendant Tommy Bull, resident in the USA. He has visited Deddington several times and this article is largely
the result of his extensive research into the Dean and Bull families.

1853

John was assaulted by another grocer Alfred Cross who sems to have suffered severely from the effects of alcohol!
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Oxford Chronicle and Berks and Bucks Gazette — October 8", 1853


https://www.whitmorectm.com/unofficialfarthings

1856

A small child attempted to steal some bacon and cheese in John’s shop. The shopman just reprimanded her

TR NEIL PILAUIIE VOV WIDUWYOLY Ul LHEe onenaer. |

Prrry Tnepr.—On Saturday night last, between

8 o’clock, Sarah Gibbs went i{toathe ahf;p of Mr. ?I:i:g
Pean, grocer, of the Market-place, to purchase a enny
rostlight, and while waiting to be served, she pick up a
picce of bacon and a picce of chieese, and secreted them
under her jl;:ml. A shopmun, named Preedy, detected her
d‘ireetly. The child being more to be pitied than blamed
$hrough the negleet of its parents, was reprimanded and
allowed to depart.  We hope the child will have better
kabits m_sthlled into her fur the future, or otherwise, in case
of a similar offence, punisiment must be inflicted.

Jackson's Oxford Journal - January 26", 1856

John and his wife were thrown out of their carriage when their horse fell on Deddington Hill

fortunately without any serious injury, 3
ACCIDENT,—On Thursday se’nnight, as Mr. and Mrs.
John Dean, of this town, were driving down De ldington
Hill at a very steady pace, the horse suddenly fell, throwing
both of them out. We regret to state that Mrs. Dean was
seriously hurt, having received several sevore sprains, be-
sides being very much bruised about the head and face,

l _Gas.—The question of gas has been the almost all-

Oxford Journal - November 15", 1856

1858
In January his wife Jane died
On September 23™ he married Sarah Ann Curtis (1817-1894)

Sarah was the daughter of Mr. Richard Curtis of Speller House, Boddington, Northamptonshire



Hohwduds

ROAD, ATREET, &, =
anil No. or HAME of HOUSE Bl
ra,

DN’S OXFORD JOURNAI

DEDDINGTON.
MARRIED. —Sept. 23, st Boddi Mr. Jobn Dean,

groce rit merchant, of Dodm to Sarah Anne,
cldmtr 5:33132- of the late Mr, Richard durti-, of Speller

House, Northam tonlhm. peration st

,—3ept. fter un ergoin
.I.P :lt?!ﬂhﬂ'a nﬁrmm Oxford .5 SJ"Edtln, onrth son

Jackson s Oxford Journal - October 2", 1858

1871 Census

He is recorded as a Farmer of 127 Acres in Cuckfield, Sussex

1871 England Census for John Dean
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Copyhold Farm still exists today



1878
John died at Hanwell Mental Asylum on December 13", 1878 previously of “Red Lion” Southall

He was brought back to Deddington to be buried

Oxfordshire, England, Church of England Deaths and Burials, 1813-1965 for John Dean
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His gravestone is also inscribed with the name of his first wife Jane Anne who died in 1858 aged 34
and poignantly next to it is a stone in memory of their daughter Frances Anne who died in 1854 aged 9 months

their daughter Frances Anne s gravestone

John & Jane Anne's gravestone

DEAN John. ; 27 December.  Administration (with the Will) of the
Personal Estate of John Dean formerly of the *Red Lion *
Personal Estato under £600. Southall but late of the Hanwell Lunatic Asylum both in the

County of Middlesex who died 13 December 1878 at the

Lunatic Asylum was granted at the Principal Registry
to Sarah Ann Dean of 83 St. Paul’s-road Canonbury in the
said County Widow the Relict the Universal Legatee.

Will/Administration — Hanwell Asylum



1880

John’s wife, Sarah Ann Dean married Barnett Guest who was formerly Licensed Victualer
1885

John’s daughter Sarah’s marriage lists her father John on the marriage certificate as Publican. The marriage was
witnessed by Stepfather Barnett Guest and sister Rosaline.

Footnote:
John's grandson and great grandson were Royal Marines. His great grandson was on the HMS Liverpool and
died in WW2 in Greece. There is always more research to be done.



